
O ur dreams 
of hold-

ing  a youth 
camp for the 
teens at 
church were 
on hold for 
many years 
while we had 
other priori-
ties to work 
on.  Not to 
mention that 
you have to 
have enough 
youth group 
members to 
warrant such 
an effort and 
expense. 
     In 2007 we fi-
nally committed to holding a 
“trial” youth camp to gauge in-
terest and test the waters a bit.  
There are no church-owned 
campgrounds in Australia.  
There is no three-month sum-
mer vacation in which to hold 
camp.  And there is no culture 
or tradition of church camp 
amongst the teenagers of Aus-
tralia.  Three strikes that we 
hoped were not going to kill 
our dreams! 
     It was exciting to see over 
30 people from our two little 
churches gather together to be 
the guinea pigs in our little ex-
periment.  Even more exciting 
were the results of that first 

youth camp in 2007. 
     Many of the teens were as-
tounded at what took place.  
They had never experienced a 
spiritual program that was 
aimed just at them.  Worship 
time that was fun but meaning-
ful, studies and messages that 
were relevant and inspiring, 
and relationships that were 
real and that would last. 
     This year we doubled the 
number of churches involved 
(4) and had over 50 people in-
volved in Quest „08.  Though 
we never get to have a whole 
week for camp, we did move 
from a Friday-to-Sunday week-
end to a long weekend in Oc-

tober that al-
lowed us to 
meet from 
Friday to 
M o n d a y .  
The extra 
day opened 
up our camp 
schedule up 
a bit and pro-
vided more 
opportunities 
for special 
things. 
   It was ex-
citing this 
year to see 
the older 
youth take on 

more responsi-
bilities and learn 

to serve others in their small 
groups.  These small groups 
created a sense of intimacy 
that helped many of our camp-
ers to make decisions for the 
Lord. 
     Will is a young man that 
wandered into our youth group 
over a year ago.  His relation-
ships in youth group grew 
quickly, but his relationship 
with the Lord was non-existent.  
After many months of quietly 
observing the different way in 
which many of our youth lived, 
Will was baptized by one of 
our youth volunteers in the 
lake at camp! 
     April‟s family attended 
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church at Charlestown for all of her life, but she 
had never taken her relationship with the Lord 
very seriously.  After her experience at camp, 
April called her parents to come out and wit-
ness her baptism in the lake on Monday morn-
ing! 
     Keep praying for those campers who made 
decisions at this year‟s Quest Camp.  We look 
forward to what the Lord will do next year! 
      It is hard to believe that Christmas and New 
Year‟s celebrations have come and gone so 
quickly!  We had our usual involvement with 
Christmas parties, school activities, caroling, 
the seniors Christmas light outing, as well as 
year-end celebrations.  Now we have a few 
weeks of family time before the new school 
year begins again, which we always enjoy! 
     This new year is bringing so many opportu-
nities our way. It is very exciting and humbling 
at the same time.  We are looking forward to 
seeing how things unfold here in Cameron 
Park, as they never seem to go as we plan!   
     As far as our girls are going….. Lauren will 
continue at the same high school this year and 
start year 9. She is growing into such a young 
lady. She sings in the worship team at church 
each Sunday now and really enjoys being a 
part of it. She also sings at school quite a bit 
and continues to have a good core group of 
friends. 
    Leah will begin Year 6, where she was voted 
as a school leader at the end of last year.  (and 
we were very proud of her!!!) She has im-
pressed the teachers at the new school with 
her ability to care for the younger children at 
the school and is often asked to help the new 
students settle in.  Anna will begin year 4 and 
plans to be involved in choir and dance next 
year.  She performed in “Edgy idol” at the 
school and won first place in the competition. It 
was really great for her, as she has had a really 
hard time settling into the new school and mak-
ing friends (which we really did not expect).    
 So, we look forward to a full year at the 
new school with no interruptions to the girls‟ 
schedules.  Tim and I will be involved in teach-
ing scripture and in helping out as much as we 
can in the school as part of our ministry here.  
We have an exciting year ahead and look for-
ward to letting you know how things unfold! 
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T he Lord‟s hand is con-
stantly at work in our lives 

and in our prayers.  
For years we have 
been praying together 
with you about the fu-
ture of the work here in 
Australia.  In recent 
prayers, we‟ve been 
asking the Lord to pro-
vide the necessary 
workers to continue 
both the work at the 
Charlestown Church of 
Christ, and the future 
church plant in Cam-
eron Park.  It seems 
that the Lord has been 
orchestrating an an-
swer to those prayers. 
     Almost two years 
ago Rob & Lynne 
Branham moved back 
to Australia after serv-
ing in ministry in the 
US for a number of 
years.  Rob is an 
American, Lynne is an 
Australian and had re-
cently inherited her 
fami ly home in 
Charlestown.  The 
move provided them 

with a much-needed break 
from ministry while they fixed 
up the out-dated house. 
     But eventually, the call of 
full-time ministry began to 
weigh heavy on their hearts 
and they approached us about 
advice on the possibility of 
stepping back into ministry.  It 
didn‟t take us long to suggest 
a place for them in the new 
church plant! 
     After much prayer and 
many more conversations, the 
Branhams made the decision 
to commit to raising funds to 
join the new work at Cameron 
Park full-time.  In order to ac-
complish this, Rob would need 
to resign from his full-time po-
sition as a manager at a local 
grocery store in order to pro-
vide the time needed to ar-
range a fund-raising trip to the 
US. 
     This seemed to be the per-
fect opportunity for the church 
at Charlestown to help out.  
Since they were in need of 
someone else in ministry, they 
offered to hire Rob as an in-
terim minister (part-time) until 
such time as the family left for 

their US trip. 
     The Branhams have always 
been a joy to work with over 
the years and we‟re excited to 
work together with them in this 
new relationship.  They have 
been approved by the board of 
Australian Christian Mission 
and are currently raising sup-
port.  You can visit their web-
site to find out more at: 

aussiechristianmission.com  
     Meanwhile, Jesse, Cynthia 
and Josiah Frame had been 
raising support to come to 
Australia for 18 months and 
still not reached their goal.  
Jesse had visited and worked 
in Australia a few years ago 
and he and Cynthia were pas-
sionate about returning full-
time. 
     Jesse and I began an email 
conversation about a year ago.  
He was looking for information 
and trying to develop relation-
ships with those who are al-
ready working Down Under.  It 
wasn‟t until a few months ago, 
however, that he began to 
contemplate working with us in 
Newcastle. 
     Of course, I was a little 
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Left: Rob & Lynne 

Branham who are 

currently raising 

support to join the 

new church plant in 

Cameron Park. 

 

Right: Jesse, Cynthia 

& Josiah Frame, who 

are spending February 

& March investigating 

a permanent role at 

the Charlestown 

Church of Christ. 

January - March 2009                                         Page 3 



more than biased when I sug-
gested to Jesse that if he were 
to come to minister at Charles-
town, the church would be able 
to provide just about what he 
and Cynthia needed to fulfill 
their proposed budget!  As 
they prayed and considered it, 
we both grew excited about 
the possibilities. 
     In February, the Frame 
family will fly out to Australia to 
live and work with the Charles-

town Church of Christ for 
about two months.  This will be  
an extended “try-out” for them 
and for the church.  If things 
seem to “click”, they‟ll be re-
turning to the US to apply for a  
permanent solution to immigra-
tion. [A visitor‟s visa is only 
good for 3 months; a perma-
nent residency permit must be 
applied for outside of Australia] 

     One of the most exciting 
things about the Frames‟ visit 

is that the Charlestown Church 
of Christ is funding the entire 
trip.  This is not just a sign of 
generosity, but a sign that the 

congregation is actively in-
volved in their next level of 
growth and maturity.  Keep 

praying for them!  To find out 
more about the Frames, visit: 

www.nmsia.blogspot.com 
     Lastly, Cris Bancroft has 
applied for an internship in 
Australia for the US summer.  

We have known Cris for many 
years and are honored to help 
him fulfill his internship require-
ments at Johnson Bible Col-
lege by serving in ministry in 
Australia.  Contact us if you‟d 
like to know more about Cris.  
We‟ll have more details about 
his internship in our next news-
letter. 
     As always, we thank each 
of you for your continued love 
and support for us as we serve 
the Lord Down Under.  We 
look forward to partnering with 
you for another year.  God 
bless and keep in touch! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P.S. - you can now find us on 
Facebook!  Look for Tim 
Yates, Dawn Yates, and/or 
Australian Christian Mission! 

Tim, Dawn, Lauren, Leah & Anna Yates  

5 Coromandel Cove  

Cameron Park, NSW  2285  

Australia  

Phone: 61 -2-4965-8550 

email: ozyates@gmail.com  

internet: aussiechristian.com  

Facebook:  Australian Christian Mission  

Australian Christian Mission  

P.O. Box 13125  

Knoxville, TN  37920  

Phone: 865 -251-2395 

Cris Bancroft will be a music/worship intern this year 
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Please Pray For: 

¶ The Branhams as they raise support 

¶ The Frames as they visit Australia 

¶ Cris Bancroft as he plans for his internship 

¶ The continued groundwork at Cameron Park 


