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A Place to Meet'

hat could 2% 4 s,,

be bet- : :
ter than build- §
ing a brand
new building
for a brand

new church i
plant?  The
answer: have

the local gov-
ernment build
it for you!

Amazing
as it may be,
that ' s
what seems
to be happen-
ing with the
new  church
plans for our ’
community in Cam-
eron Park.

It was never our intention to
build a church building. Our
plan from the beginning was to
use an existing community
building in order to connect
with the community from the
very beginning. But because it
is a brand new development,
there are no existing commu-
nity buildings in which to meet.

Last year | explained that
we had already begun to teach
Scripture classes in the local
public school. This has led to
a very positive relationship
with the school and administra-
tion. As they were getting
ready to build a new audito-
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rium (the
thought that this might be the
answer to our needs for a
building in which to meet. In
fact, the principal had already
agreed to let us use it!

Their plans, however, have
been caught in a sea of gov-
ernment red-tape and they still
have not yet broken ground
almost two years later.
Though it is still available for
us to use, we wonder whether
we can wait two more years
(or more)!

Meanwhile, | have been ac-
tively involved in our commu-
nity. The property developer
for our estate has been en-
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K” community

l ;% 'l group that
’ can repre-
sent the

I needs of the
community to

fchallenge

| the local
: Council (local
. \Q S M government
T R S Sl bodly). A
N/ : " friend and |
| decided  to
w take up the
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, to meet with
members of the local

§ @nd grranggd g

dCloundl whb waresrésponsiblev e

for the development of public
areas.

Our primary concern was
the construction of the commu-
nity center, which was part of
the Council s
the area. Though other open
areas and parks were on the
drawing board, this was one of
the main pieces of public areas
that was to be built.

Upon meeting with the
members from Council, we
learned that the plans had al-
ready been changed slightly.
They had decided that rather
than building a series of
smaller community buildings,
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they would consolidate the
earmarked funds in order to
construct a more substantial
community centre at the heart
of the new development.

The result? A building that
looks as if it were designed by
a church congregation! As
you can see above, there is
plenty of room in the main hall,
with seating for 150-200 peo-
pl e. There’'s
large activity areas for chil-
dren/youth programs, a fully-
fenced childre
a sports field, many offices and
plenty of parking. In addition,
the center will be fully air con-

ditioned (not that common
here) and is handicap-
accessible.

All indications from the
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Council are that the center will
not be run by council, but by a
non-profit community group. It

seems important, therefore,
that we are a part of the com-
munity group from the begin-
ning.

Ouir first official meeting will
be in May, when we hope to
select officers and start the
process of incorporating.
Onca Indorpdraitet], avé wilh he
able to raise funds, receive
grants and operate the com-
munity jedntarywden othe ntiche
comes.

Please pray about this op-
portunity to be involved. Our
hope is to be in a position to
help run and maintain the
building for the Council in a
way that allows our church to

stay plugged into community
needs. By being an office
board member of the commu-
nity group, | would not only be
able to have an open door to
renting the center for the
church on a regular basis, but
would also have a positive in-
fluence on the types of pro-
grams that could be run to bet-
ter serve the community.

t whAt the time of this writing,
the Council has not yet ap-
proved the Development Appli-
cation. Pray that it is approved
soon and that they would then
call for tenders to get the job
done. If all goes well, the com-
munity center might be com-
pleted in 2010. Later than we
hoped, but certainly timely for
us to meet there.
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here’ s no bet
scribe this year than a
“year of tran

Charlestown Church of Christ
is working hard to find some-
one to fill our vacancy at the
church. In January, Rob Bran-
ham was asked to serve as
interim minister (part-
time) to allow us to pull
back a bit from our full-
time involvement.

In May of this year,
Rob and his wife,
Lynne, and daughter,
Katie, will fly to the
U.S. to raise support to
join us in the work of
the new church plant
in  Cameron Park.
Please pray with us
that their full support
will be raised, even in
the midst of the current
financial climate.

In February, the
church paid for Jesse,
Cynthia and Josiah
Frame to fly over from
t he u. S. t
the position on a 7-
week visit. The
Frames have raised
approximately half of
the financial support
they would need to be
in Australia full-time.
The church here would
be able to supply them
= with the other half.

| write these words only a
couple of days after the
Frames returned to the U.S.
Their visit here was very prom-
ising and we hope and pray
that they will be able to return
full-time very soon.

In late-April, the Charles-
town Church of Christ will vote
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New workers in Australia

taar whethey 7

to invite the

S Framieso o'l

become
the first
church-
employed
minister
and family
in over 15
years!
Please
pray that
t he L
will be
done!

If all goes

well, the
church will
then apply
to the De- @
partment of
Immigra-
tion to
sponsor
the Frames
to move to
Australia.
We have
altdady
spoken to
an immigra-
tion lawyer %
who seems to

think it will be
fairly straight-forward and
shoul dn’t t ake
couple of months. As soon as
the church is approved for this
sponsorship, Jesse can apply
to fill the position, which is
mostly a formality.

Theoretically, the Frames
could arrive back in Australia
within three to four months.
However, there is one minor
hitch to the p
due to have their second child
in early September! Obviously

they would not be able to fly
tmor ec | tobsaen ta -
date, and the baby needs to
be old enough to fly before
they could climb aboard such
a massive journey! We con-
gratulate the Frames on their
upcoming new child. If things
fall into place, the Frames
could easily be here full-time
by the end of the year.

a Pleaseyay forhthe achurchs
and for the Frames as they
each consider the possibilities.

Cyn



As you can see, my little girls
are not so little anymore. | am
really enjoying this stage of

mot her hood.. mos
Lauren recently celebrated her
14th birthday. She continues to
do well in 9th grade and is very
excited to be getting her braces
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1 The building of the Com

Group
. The Branhams as they 1§
1 The Frames as they cor
future in Australia
1 Cris Bancroft as he plang
ship
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team.
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v Lauren (left) celé

|| ing her 14th birthg
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off this year. The first thing she
wants to do is bite into a
crunchy apple. Leah just turned
I 11a@rid is hdwelaying netball for
Sugar Valley. She is really en-
joying it and doing quite well.
She does have to work on her

v

1 My involvement in the C¢

aggressive skills though! She is

o
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i nvol ved

al so
dance this year, which is a great
opportunity for her. Anna, 9, is
part of the school council and a
house captain at school. She
recently started keyboard les-
sons and can play several
songs and chords already. We
are very proud of our girls and
\ how they are trying to be a
light in a totally non-Christian
environment!
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