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Tim & Dawn Yates, Missionaries

10 Years in Australia!

escending into

Sydney on the
airplane in late-
August, after three
months of furlough
in the U.S. we
were keenly aware
that we were be-
ginning our fourth
term of missionary
service in Australia.
In  November we
will have lived and
worked in  this
beautiful ~ country
for 10 years!

If you had told
us in 1998 that we
woul d be here
not sure if we would have
laughed or cried! But looking
back, there is very little that we
would have changed.

Certainly things did not ex-
actly turn out as we had
pl anned, but IS
cal way in which the Lord
works? In the end, it is not
what we have pl an
what God has planned that
matters.

Now, as we look ahead to
what the Lord is doing here in
2008 and beyon
most as excited as the day we
first landed Down Under.

While we were away,
Charlestown Church of Christ
continued its search for a min-
ister. As we mentioned before,

N

n e dn, my dbgedcs, the men of

tthe ssearchl begarg in Australian

some months ago, but was
widened to New Zealand, then
the South Pacific and finally
internationally. Each stage
has resulted in applications,
with many coming from U.S.
@pplicants. ht & tencdudagng to y
know that there is much inter-
est.

the church developed a
preaching roster which worked
quite well. After | returned, |
agreed to preach for the month
dof Septembinr te giveatte -other
men a break, but then to join
the others in a regular preach-
ing rotation until the end of the
year. After that, the men will
either continue with their ros-
ter, or the church will have

hired the new min-
ister, Lord willing!

In the mean
time, we have
worked hard to de-
velop  practical
training for those
who are now
preaching on a

regular basis. On
a local level, | have
begun to work on a
preaching calendar
to help us focus on
larger and more
consistent studies.
We will also set
aside time to reflect
on sermon writing and deliv-
ery, often debriefing sermons
that have been given.

On a more regional level,
Jim Newman (our missionary
colleague in Queensland) has
agreed to make several trips a
year to assist in Bible training
for a wider church audience,
as well as specific preacher
training for those already
preaching or interested in
preaching in the future. This
should help Charlestown with
stability in the pulpit while they
continue their search for a new
minister.

This gradual reduction in
responsibilities at Charlestown
should free up valuable time
as we gear up for a new
church plant here in Cameron



