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2007 was a 
year of major 
transition for our 
family and minis-
try in Australia.  
Going into Janu-
ary, we had re-
ceived Council 
approval for our 
new home and 
were anxiously 
await ing the 
builder to begin.  
By the end of the 
m o n t h ,  t h e 
ground was fi-
nally broken and 
what would be a 
slow, sometimes 
frustrating proc-
ess was under-
way.  Little did we know what 
obstacles lay ahead! 
 
Our annual Elders’ Conference 
was held in January, and my 
intentions to slowly step out of 
ministry areas was expressed 
and well-received.  The plan 
was to begin covering the vari-
ous ministry areas early 

enough to give support and 
guidance to new leaders who 
were stepping in to take over. 
 
By year-end it was obvious 
that this did not occur as we 
had planned.  I expressed to 
the elders in our most recent 
conference that I felt like I was 
doing more now than I was two 

y e a r s  a g o 
when I first in-
formed them 
that we would 
be moving out 
into a new min-
istry!  Our most 
recent strategy 
is to simply pull 
out of some 
ministry areas 
to force others 
to fill in the 
gaps.  Though 
this seems 
more risky to 
me, it is typi-
c a l l y  h o w 
church culture 
here works.  I 
must keep tell-
ing myself that 

it may not be done the way I 
would do it, but at least it is be-
ing done! 
 
A new area of ministry that 
opened up this year was quar-
terly men’s breakfasts.  
Though the men have plenty of 
opportunities to see each other 
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on Sundays, taking time to get 
to know one another and min-
ister to one another was more 
difficult to come by.  Having an 
outside guest speaker for each 
meeting covering topics rele-
vant to Christian men was just 
an extremely valuable bonus. 
 
2007 also saw the return to the 
very popular “Sister 2 Sister” 
women’s conference put to-
gether by Julie Nevel.  This 
year Julie brought with her 
guest speaker Lisa Jones, as 
well as Lisa’s daughter, Lon-
don and other guests Mary 
and Thelma.  Rather than tak-
ing the form of a Ladies’ 
Camp, the conference was 
held in the church building this 
year, which seemed to really 
boost attendance.  The week-
end was capped off with a 
Sunday night concert by Julie. 
 
In August we were able to host 
the very first Quest Christian 
Teen Camp in Australia.  The 
churches here have had the 
occasional youth outing or 

camp out, but never an entire 
camp dedicated to devotions, 
worship and studying the Word 
together.  The response to this 
was absolutely amazing.  It 
quickly became apparent that 
we needed to make this an an-
nual event.  One of the 
younger teens summed up the 
weekend beautifully when we 
were packing to leave by say-
ing, “I never want to leave, I 
could live here!” 
 
In September the Charlestown 
Church of Christ hosted the 
Australian Christian Conven-
tion.  This has been a source 
of encouragement for the inde-
pendent churches for many 
years, but this year the invita-
tion was made to a wider 
group of Restoration Move-
ment churches.  Non-
instrumental churches and 
C o n f e r e n c e  c h u r c h e s 
(Disciples) were also invited to 
participate. 
It was a truly historic event, 
with all three streams of the 
Restoration Movement partici-

pating in a joint conference for 
the first time in Australia, as far 
as we know.  Tony and Cheri 
Amerine, from Greenwood 
Christian Church in Canton, 
Ohio, were invited to join us for 
the event.  Tony’s messages 
were encouraging and chal-
lenging, but the common pur-
pose and call to each church 
made this a unifying and edify-
ing event. 
 
As the convention wrapped up, 
so did the building of our 
home.  We were honored to 
have the Amerines with us as 
we met the builder at the 
house for the final handover.  It 
would be a few more weeks 
before we finished all the ex-
tras to be able to move in, but 
it was finally ours!  Of course 
most of it is the bank’s, all of it 
is the Lord’s, and we’re just 
happy to “borrow” it for a while. 
 
We moved into our new house 
in Cameron Park in the last 
week of October, 2007.  It is a 
thrill to have our own, new, 
bigger place but it was also a 
major adjustment for all of us.  
The church is no longer a 30-
second walk from the front 
door, which means we have to 
make sure we have everything 
with us before we make the 
20-minute drive.  There’s no 
going back!   
 
Lauren now has a new bus 
that picks her up for high 
school within sight of our front 
door.  Leah & Anna finished 
out the term in the school in 
Charlestown, which meant at 
least two 20-minute trips a 
day.  Being the Christmas sea-
son, though, it was often more 
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than that. 
 
Now that we are settled and 
starting a brand new school 
year, Leah and Anna will 
switch to Edgeworth Public 
School.  Even though it is only 
five-minutes down the road, 
they are excited that they will 
catch the bus for the first time 
in their school lives. 
 
Just a few, short weeks after 
moving it was time for the Na-
tional Missionary Convention 
in Cincinnati, Ohio.  It has 
been years since we have at-
tended a Missionary Conven-
tion since we rarely have fur-
lough in November, so I was 
excited to make the trip. 
 
But the journey to the Mission-
ary Convention was not merely 
to receive encouragement.  
The falling U.S. dollar and 
downward turn in the global 
economy have made it neces-
sary for us to raise further 
support on our next fur-
lough.  The trip to the 
Missionary Convention 
was intended to kick-start 
that fund raising by con-
necting with as many po-
tential supporters as pos-
sible. 

There were many promising 
contacts made, though most of 
them take quite a while before 
resulting in regular support.  
Lord willing, the contacts made 
will result in visits on our up-
coming furlough. 
 
Our regularly scheduled fur-
lough is set for mid-2008.  For 
the first time in 13 years of 
missionary work, we do not 
have the funds in our account 
to pay for the airline tickets 
back to the U.S.  The overall 
balance of our U.S. account 
has been decreasing consis-
tently over the past few years.  
The average balance remains 
around $8000, which is 
enough to keep us in the black 
from month to month, but not 
enough to buy tickets. 
 
It seems we only have two 
choices.  We can charge the 
cost of the tickets to our credit 
card and try to raise enough 

support on furlough to pay it 
off.  Or we could ask our 
churches to contribute over 
and above their normal 
monthly support to help us with 
this cost. 
 
Over the past 13 years of mis-
sionary work, we have never 
been in debt and have never 
carried a negative balance.  If 
we haven’t had enough funds 
to cover the cost of a project or 
purchase, we simply don’t 
carry it through.  We would 
really like to keep things that 
way. 
 
We estimate the cost of airline 
tickets to be about $9500. Ve-
hicle and traveling costs are 
usually covered by love offer-
ings made while traveling.  We 
will also be raising funds to 
start the new work at Cameron 
Park, which will need to be ap-
proximately $8500.  Add to 
that our monthly budget in-
crease of another $2000 and 
we certainly have much work 
to do on our furlough! 
 
Please continue to pray for us 
as we prepare for our coming 
furlough.  If 2007 was a year of 
transition, 2008 will certainly 
be a year crucial to our future 
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ministry here in Australia. 
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J u s t  w h e n  w e  w e r e 
‘comfortable’ with our lives in 
Charlestown…..busy with 
church, school, family life…. 
God has pulled us out of that 
comfort zone and into an un-
known future!    
 
As nice as it is to have a new 
house with lots of space, (and 
the not so nice spiders and 
scorpions) we have a lot of ad-
justing to do with getting in-

volved in the community, get-
ting the girls settled into their 
new school, getting ourselves 
settled into the new school and 
what tasks we can get involved 
in there.  We have no idea 
what lies ahead for us here, 
we are simply trying to be will-
ing to be used and walk 
through any doors that may 
open up to see what God is 
leading us to do in this area.  
Thank you for all of your 
prayers and encouragement to 
us in this move we have made. 
 
We were so blessed to have 
Tony and Cheri visit us for 2 
weeks in Sept/Oct.  God’s tim-
ing is always perfect.  They 
were such and encouragement 
to us and to our girls.  They 
just wanted to spend time with 
us and encourage us, and that 
they did!  God knows what we 
need and when we need it, 
and we are so very grateful. 
 
The past month the girls have 
been on ‘school holidays’.  We 
have been doing our best to 
keep them busy. They will start 

back to school on the 30th of 
January, the day before Leah’s 
10th birthday.  Anna turned 8 
in November and Lauren will 
be 13 in February, which is 
very hard to believe!!! 
 
We are always thankful for this 
time of year to reflect on the 
past year and look forward to 
the new year.  We know there 
are many changes ahead, but 
trust God to direct us in minis-
try, as well as dealing with our 
first teenager!  Although we 
work with teens on a regular 
basis, I’m sure there is some-
thing different when it is your 
own!   
 
Lord willing, we will see you 
later this year.  Thank you 
again for all of your love and 
support!   
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