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Itôs 2008, and that means itôs 
time for our U.S. furlough!  In 
some ways hardly seems like 
itôs been three years since we 
were traveling around the east-
ern US in our minivan, while in 
other ways it seems like a life-
time ago. 
     The word ñfurloughò literally 
means ña leave of absenceò or 
ñtime offò.  Weôre not sure if 
that really describes what 
weôre up to when we visit the 
States every three years.  After 
three months of travel (our 
usual trip length), donôt ask us 
if we enjoyed our ñtime offò! 
     It is, however, a time away 
from our usual work here in 
Australia.  We are usually 
overwhelmed by the welcome 
and love we receive from sup-
porters.  And the time we 
spend with family is priceless. 
     Weôre getting excited just 
thinking about it.  As our girls 
get older, it is more and more 
difficult to get time away from 
school (which is year-round 
here), and time away from the 
work here is always challeng-
ing.  But we wouldnôt miss it for 
the world! 
     This particular furlough has 
itôs own set of challenges, 
though.  Like so many others, 
we are facing the impact of a 
weak global economy.  In par-
ticular, a very weak US dollar 

translates into a very tight 
budget here in Australia.  We 
have had to approach our fur-
lough with a different objective 
than in recent years. 
     Specifically, we will have to 
use our furlough in 2008 to 
broaden our base of support-
ing churches and individuals.  
In 2005, we raised our budget 
for the first time since going to 
Malawi, Africa.   We were able 
to do this by simply asking our 
existing supporters to increase 
their monthly commitment to 
the Mission. 
     However, to secure the fu-
ture of the work here we must 
increase the number of sup-
porters to provide more finan-
cial stability and spread the 
increase costs over a broader 
base.  We believe that this will 
provide a solid financial future 
for the work here and allow us 
to focus on whatôs most impor-
tanté the work of the Lordôs 
Kingdom Down Under. 
     In the following pages, weôll 
outline the current financial 
needs and goals we have set 
for our upcoming furlough.  We 
ask you to pray with us that the 
finances will be met, that the 
work will continue, and that the 
future of the work here con-
tinue to be firmly in the Mas-
terôs hand.  We have faith that 
Heôs not finished yet! 
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