
October - December 2007                             Volume 13.4 

� �or months we had been preparing to 
host the 2007 Australian Christian Con-

vention.  The church had been spruced up, 
the banners had been created and hung 
high from our A-frame ceiling, our children’s 
groups had created welcome posters all in 
an effort to make each one feel at home as 
they worshiped, fellowshipped and studied 
God’s Word together. 
     Our speaker was Tony Amerine, minister 
of Greenwood Christian Church in Canton, 
Ohio.  Tony’s theme for the event was “Magnificent Obsession”, with messages about God’s mag-
nificent obsession with us, and our magnificent obsession with God, others and His Church. 
     Over a year ago the leaders of the Charlestown church had determined that we could not have 
such an event for the Christian Churches without also inviting our brothers and sisters in the other 
streams of the Restoration Movement in Australia.    
     However, there was an intense desire to have an event free from debates and discussions 
“about” unity.  Certainly there was a time and place for such meetings, but it was our aspiration to 
create an “atmosphere” of unity where each one could worship, study and fellowship freely. 

     What better theme to create this atmosphere than 
Tony’s selected theme of “Magnificent Obsession”?  
These are the basic building blocks of our shared 
faith. 
     Friday night was Youth Night at the convention.  
The youth band from our youth camp played loud 
and long, followed by Tony’s message to the teens.  
Although we were limited in the number of youth 
groups that participated, we had 50 or so, which is a 
fantastic number for Australia. 
     Saturday was the bulk of the convention, starting 
at 9:30 right through to 6:00pm.  Present were 
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churches from the independent Christian 
Church, the non-instrumental Churches of 
Christ, the former International Churches of 
Christ and the Conference Churches of 
Christ.  Also present were nationals from the 
Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea.  
The entire program on Saturday was without 
musical instruments to accommodate our 
non-instrumental brothers and sisters. 
     In between main sessions there were up-
dates from the individual congregations pre-
sent, missionary reports, ministry promo-
tions, singing and prayer times.  All the while 
Cheri Amerine, Tony’s wife, and Dawn ran a 
full children’s program including an outing. 
     The day was capped off with a meal to-
gether Saturday evening at the church. 
     Sunday morning most of those who were 
within driving distance were back at their 
own church buildings, but we still had many 
out-of-town and overseas visitors with us.  
Once again Tony preached, this time about 
our Heavenly destination, and the worship 
band was back in full swing.  After the morn-
ing service everyone was invited to a local 
restaurant for our final convention meal to-
gether. 
     But as happens so often, many of the 
crowd wound up back at the manse 
(parsonage) for afternoon tea/coffee as eve-
ryone seemed to want the day to linger. 
     Since the convention we have heard 
nothing but compliments from both the 
Charlestown congregation and the other 
Restoration Movement groups present.  One 
person who has attended many conventions 
in the past even said that this was the best 
convention they had ever attended. 
     What a joy to see the unity of our brother-
hood in action!  We are overjoyed that we 
are able to play a role in the Lord’s Kingdom 
here in Australia! 
     Many thanks to Tony and Cheri Amerine 
for travelling all the way to Australia to con-
tribute to this event.  And many thanks to 
Greenwood Christian Church for sending 
them!  They were such an encouragement 
to our family as well! Words cannot express 
the great time we all had together.  We were 
truly blessed by their visit and have many 
memories to keep close to our hearts!   
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� �rom the time that we be-
gan working with the Youth 

Group at church we have 
wanted to put on a church 
camp.  It might be surprising to 
you that the churches here 
have never had any facilities to 
hold any sort of camp. 
     There have been youth 
camping events in the past, 
but none of them like the youth 
camps that are typical in most 
American settings.  A youth 
camping event in Australia 
usually involved pitching tents 
for a weekend of roughing it, 
with a devotion or two thrown 
in each night around the camp-
fire. 
    With Dawn and I both hav-
ing Christian camp experi-
ences in our teens, as well as 
being on camp teams for col-
lege, it was time to dig up 
some old memories to come 
up with ideas for this camp. 
     The youth camp that we’ve 
been dreaming of consists of 

worship, devotions, teaching, 
team building, etc. that usually 
takes place at a dedicated fa-
cility. 
     Earlier this year we discov-
ered a campground owned by 
the Crusaders complete with 
cabins, kitchen and staff, a 
meeting room and even some 
sports equipment and extras 
like a climbing tower.  All of 
this and right by a lake, too!  
The opportunity seemed too 
great to pass up. 
     So we booked it, promoted 
it, and arranged the youth to 
start raising funds toward it.  In 
mid-August we packed up 40 
teens and a dozen leaders and 
children and headed to Lake 
Mac Recreation Centre 
(Australian spelling). 
     It began Friday night with 
our youth band playing con-
temporary worship songs.  
Since most of the youth group 
are entirely unchurched, they 
had to learn the songs as we 

went along.  By the end of the 
weekend they seemed to know 
them all by heart and were 
really into our worship times 
together. 
     A little running around with 
camp-wide games and then a 
campfire to follow that set the 
tone for the weekend.  We 
were all there for a good time, 
but we were also going to talk 
about some pretty important 
issues.  Each of the teens 
were assigned a “survey 
party”, which served as a small 
discussion and prayer group 
for the remainder of the week-
end. 
     Saturday was full with per-
sonal devotions, group worship 
with the band, and a simulation 
game that drove home the im-
portance of using the right 
“map” in the right way (the Bi-
ble). 
     Saturday afternoon activi-
ties included sailing, archery, 
rock climbing and abseiling 
(repelling).  Saturday night in-
cluded more worship, more 
campfire, more devotions, 
more small groups, and of 
course, the obligatory messy 
games with shaving cream and 
slime! 
     Sunday morning the week-
end culminated in several sig-
nificant events.  Morning wor-
ship was followed by a very 
moving Lord’s Supper which 
included an opportunity to lay 
down at the foot of the cross 
whatever has been weighing 
down on your life or what’s 
been keeping you from making 
a decision for the Lord. 
     Many teens have said that 
this was a highlight to their 
camp experience and a life-
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changing mo-
ment.  This was 
followed by an op-
portunity to paint 
a picture of how 
your life was 
changed on the 
weekend. 
     To sum up the 
weekend in one of 
the teen’s own 
words, “I could 
live here!” 
     Many of us felt 
the same way, but 
as you must al-
ready know, the 
challenge is for us 
to allow that 
change to con-
tinue to take hold of our every-
day lives back home. 
     Keep praying for our teen-
agers!  They are growing in 
numbers, in age and in matur-
ity.  They are the future of our 
work here in Australia! 

 
Final Words 

     Many of you already know 
that I (Tim) will be attending 
this year’s National Missionary 
Convention in Cincinnati, Ohio.    

The booth has already been 
booked, so please look for me 
if you are attending.  The 
name in the directory should 
be “Australian Christian Mis-
sion”. 
     Of course, the primary pur-
pose of attending the NMC is 
to make contacts to raise fur-
ther support in mid-2008, Lord 
willing.  If you are attending, 
please think of introducing our 
ministry to other churches and 

individuals who 
would consider fi-
nancially support-
ing our ministry in 
Australia.  As you 
can imagine, most 
churches receive 
many requests for 
support, but a per-
sonal introduction 
and recommenda-
tion goes a long 
way! 
     By the time you 
receive this news-
letter we will be 
ALMOST into our 
new home.  Yes, 
we have had fur-
ther  de lays… 

something we are getting used 
to experiencing. 
     Please continue to pray for 
us as we move and settle in.  
Next newsletter we’ll share 
more.  Thank you for your love 
and support! 
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