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� �t’s winter 
time in 

Australia and 
it seems that 
this year is 
the coldest 
we’ve had 
since moving 
here in 1998!  
Highs have 
only been in 
the upper 50s 
with lows 
dropping into 
the lower 
40s.  Before 
you stop 
laughing, re-
member that 
we’re not 
used to 
North Ameri-
can winters 
anymore! 
     With winter comes the in-
evitable slow-down in most ac-
tivities.  However, things at the 
church seems to be moving 
along quite well. 
     In April, the church board 
decided to convene a search 
committee for a new minister.  
A good cross-section of church 
members was selected to con-
sider what the church was 
looking for in a new minister, 
as well as how that new minis-
ter would tie into the overall 
vision of the church. 
     Specifically, that means the 
new minister would be working 
alongside us for a while, get-
ting to know the congregation 

and providing a good time of 
transitional ministry.  But it also 
means that he would continue 
to be working with us in a sup-
portive role as we strive to 
plant a new congregation in 
Cameron Park. 
     As many of you know, our 
hope is to plant new churches 
in partnership with existing 
Australian churches.  While the 
Charlestown Church of Christ 
will not be in a position to help 
financially, they will be able to 
act as a “mother church”, pro-
viding prayer and practical 
support in the new church 
plant. 
     Please pray with us about 
the selection of a new minister 

at Charles-
town.  This 
will obvi-
ously have a  
considerable 
impact on 
the support 
of our new 
work. 
     At the 
moment, the 
search com-
mittee is ad-
vertising the 
position 
amongst 
other  
c h u r c h e s 
that we have 
a relation-
ship with in 
A u s t r a l i a .  
After a pe-

riod of time, they will advertise 
more widely in Australia and 
New Zealand.  Then they will 
advertise overseas. 
     The preference would be to 
hire an Australian, or at least 
someone from the region.  But 
with very few suitable, trained 
preachers available, it may be 
necessary to look further 
abroad. 
     Of course, this is a very 
good indication of how impor-
tant it is to establish a training 
center in Australia.  Our rela-
tionship with the International 
Bible Academy in Queensland 
remains strong, but there are 
currently no candidates ready 
to go into ministry. 
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House Update 
 
     Our house building project 
continues to progress ever-so-
slowly but consistently.  At the 
time of writing, we are ap-
proaching what is called the 
“lock-up” stage.  Once this is 
achieved, the house will es-
sentially be secure and exter-
nally complete.  There will be 
much more to do on the inside, 
though. 
     Once we take formal pos-
session of the house, we will 
still need to install carpet, etc.  
Oh yes, and then there’s the 
moving.  There have been 
more than a few times that 
we’ve second-guessed our de-
cision to go this route, but the 
Lord is faithful and we still be-
lieve this is the direction He 
wants us to go. 
     Please pray that we will be 
able to complete the house 
and move in by the end of 
September.  This is when Tony  
and Cheri Amerine will arrive 
to participate in the Australian 
Christian Convention at 

Charlestown.  
We have no 
room for them 
in the parson-
age, and it 
would be 
rather incon-
venient to 
have them at 

someone else’s house while 
we’re living 20 minutes from 
the church. 
   

2007 National 
Missionary Convention 

 
     In November, I (Tim) will be 
attending the National Mission-
ary Convention in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  It would be wonderful to 
catch up with as many of you 
as possible while I’m in town.  
It’ll be a whirlwind trip, so I 
won’t have the chance to visit 
anyone while I’m state-side. 
     The purpose for the visit is 
to kick-start our plans for fur-
lough in 2008.  As you know 
from previous newsletters, our 
financial situation over the past 
two or three years has become 
increasingly strained under the 
pressure of the rising Austra-
lian dollar and an increase in 
cost-of-living in general.  While 
our US dollar budget has been 
more than adequate for some 
time, even the increase in 
budget we raised on our last 
furlough in 2005 has been con-

sumed by the 
current global 
economy. 
  We do not 
believe it’s fair 
to continue to 
ask our cur-
rent support 
base to raise 

their contributions, nor do we 
believe many of them would be 
able to even if we asked. 
     This means that our 2008 
furlough will primarily be used 
to increase the number of 
churches and individuals sup-
porting this ministry.  While we 
may be able to visit existing 
church supporters, we would 
appreciate your understanding 
that we will need to be primar-
ily involved in gaining new sup-
port. 
      My visit to the NMC in No-
vember will, Lord willing, lead 
to contacts that will lead to an 
increase in support.  I am hop-
ing that this will pave the way 
toward scheduling church vis-
its in mid-2008, when the 
whole family will be available. 
     A special note of thanks to 
those who have contributed to 
the cost of my trip in Novem-
ber.  Several individuals have 
contributed, as well as Anchor 
Christian Church in Rochester, 
NY, First Christian Church in 
Titusville, FL and the Charles-
town Church of Christ in Aus-
tralia.  Yes, the church here 
wanted to help (without my 
asking), as they have been the 
recipient of many years of 
American support.  Did I men-
tion that I think this church is 
ready to move on?  I really 
love my role of working myself 
out of a job! 
 

FROM DAWN 
 
     MOVING….. It is funny how 
different my outlook is on mov-
ing at the moment  We have 
been settled here for almost 9 
years  now and have grown 
from having 2 toddlers and a 
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new born  baby, to three full 
grown girls who eat way too 
much and have way too much 
stuff!   
   However, moving across 
town will be so much easier 
than moving countries!  I’m 
sure we will have plenty of 
help when the time arises, 
which is looking a bit closer 
now! 
  As Tim mentioned, it has 
been a very cold and rainy 
winter so far.  We actually ex-
perienced our first, level-one 
cyclone.  I always wondered 
what a hurricane was like, now 
I know, and don’t really want to 
experience it  again (and it was 
only a level 1)! There was a lot 
of damage, power outages, 
and flooding. Many people  
lost their homes and contents. 
There were heaps of stories 
the next morning of people 
who were stranded, rescued, 
swept away  in flood waters 
and survived, etc.. The girls 
slept through the whole thing 
and were surprised at the 
damage done the next morn-
ing.  They told me to make 
sure I wake them up next time!  
   Lauren is still enjoying high 
school and has made some 
good friends. Due to her 
school flooding during the 
storm, she had a week and a 
half off of school. So, she 
pretty much just came along 
with me and did whatever I 
was doing.  Her favourite thing 
was seeing some of her old 
friends from primary school at 
their local high school, where I 
help during the scripture class. 
   Leah is learning to play the 
flute, and is doing really well!
She is becoming very social 

these days, and makes friends 
very easily. 
   Anna loves to read and is 
always writing and drawing, 
when she isn’t dancing! She is 
not liking being the “little sister” 
at the moment, so I hope this 
phase doesn’t last too long.  
She still is the most affection-
ate and cuddly of the girls.  
   We are ending term 2  of the 
school year today, so the girls 
will have 2 weeks off.  They 
really love spending time at  
home and having friends over, 
as well as having late nights 
and long sleep-ins. With the 
weather the way it is, I think 
we will be do-
ing lots of bak-
ing! 
   I guess that 
is about it 
from me this 
time.  Thank 
you to all of 
you who have 

encouraged us in this move 
into a new house and a new 
area. It is definitely a milestone 
in our lives as a  family and it 
makes it very special, knowing 
you are supporting us and 
happy for us!    Thank you! 
 

2008 Furlough 
 
     As we have already said, 
we hope to return to the U.S. 
on furlough in mid-2008, Lord 
willing.  Even though it’s still a 
year away, it’s important that 
we start planning now. 
     One of the best ways to 
raise support is to participate 
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in both Vacation 
Bible Schools and 
Church Camps.  It 
won’t be long until 
those organizing 
camps and VBS 
will consider who 
the missionary for 
the week may be. 
     Please keep 
us in mind when 
your church or 
church staff are 
involved in such 
planning.  Our 
dates are flexible 
at the moment, 
which means we 
may be able to 
make commit-
ments for early-summer. 

 
Quest Christian 

Teen Camp 
 
     We have wanted to plan a 
Christian camp for our high 
schoolers for quite a while 
now, and this August it will fi-
nally become a reality.   
     From the 17th to the 19th of 
August (Friday to Sunday) we 
have rented a campground at 

the south end of Lake Mac-
quarie to hold the camp.  We 
have also invited the Thornton 
Church of Christ youth and the 
West Sydney Church of Christ 
youth to join us. 
     As part of the lead up to the 
camp, our youth group is cur-
rently doing odd jobs for 
church members to raise funds 
for their individual camp fees.  
We are hoping that this will en-
able everyone to participate. 

     Please pray for 
the teens, as they 
are raising funds 
and planning to 
attend.  Please 
pray for us, as we 
are planning the 
program and 
speakers.  Please 
pray for the other 
adults who have 
agreed to partici-
pate.  But most of 
all, please pray 
that this will lead 
many young peo-
ple to Christ. 
 
     As always, we 
thank you for 

your love and support while we 
are working in the Lord’s King-
dom here in Australia.  Don’t 
forget to catch up with Tim at 
the National Missionary Con-
vention! 
 

In His Grace, 
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