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�� e l l , 
a f t e r 

months of 
p l a n n i n g , 
organizing, 
and praying,  
it finally  
happened! 
The  Sister 
to Sister 
conference 
made it to 
A u s t r a l i a !  
This confer-
ence was 
started by 
Julie Nevel  
in the U.S. a 
few years 
ago. We 
were SO 
very happy 
to have her 
come along 
and bring 
Lisa Jones, 
who was the 
main    
speaker for 
the confer-
ence.  Along 
with them, 
were Lisa’s 
d a u g h t e r , 
London, and Mary and 
Thelma, friends of Julie’s.  
     We decided the conference 
would replace our ladies camp 
(which Julie has come for each 
time). The conference ran from 
Friday night the 9th of March, 
until Sat late-afternoon on the 
10th. The theme was “Out of 

the Box”. We sent out invita-
tions to several churches in 
this area, as well as Sydney 
churches of Christ. We aver-
aged around 50 ladies at the 
conference, including a few of 
our teen girls.  We had a really 
encouraging time and enjoyed 
being together. We were chal-

lenged to 
get out of 
the box we 
are living in 
and be the 
best we can 
b e  f o r 
Christ.  
           Some 
men from 
the church 
pitched in 
and helped 
with the 
serving and 
p r e p a r i n g 
food, etc…  
The confer-
ence in-
cluded an 
inside shop-
ping spree 
and pamper-
ing, so no 
one had to 
leave during 
the day. 
They could 
just have 
every th i ng 
catered for 
i n  t h e 
c h u r c h .  
Space was 

a bit of an issue, but no one 
seemed to mind.  All in all it 
went very well, and I’m sure 
there will be plans for another 
one in the future!  
     We kept all the ladies busy 
during their 2 week stay.  
     Following the conference, 
we had a “intimacy in mar-
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riage” seminar led by Lisa 
Jones, as well as a “girls’ 
night in” for our teen girls.  
Both went really well.  Lisa 
was also able to share in the 
public high school, where I 
help out with Scripture teach-
ing.       
     Thelma was able to share 
in the ladies bible study, and 
Mary was a great help with tea 
and coffee, and all around en-
couragement.  
     Julie led songs for Church 
Sunday morning, as well as 
our Kid’s Club and Kidzone 
programs during the week.  
She also came to help in my 
Scripture class at the primary 
school.    
      We were able to do a bit of 
sight-seeing in our area while 
the girls were at school, and 
the ladies headed off to Syd-
ney on their own a couple of 
days before they flew out to hit 
the other sites on their own.  
We really enjoyed having them 
all here. It is always such an 
encouragement to have Ameri-
can visitors come and see us! 
     After catching up on some 
much needed sleep, it didn’t 
take long to get back to our 

normal routine 
again.  
     Recently, I had the honour 
of immersing one of our youth. 
We had been discussing 
Christianity and reading to-
gether for a while, but after the 
conference she decided to 
make a commitment to Christ 
and so, was baptized the next 
day!  
     Dealing with youth is very 
hard sometimes, but again, 
very rewarding.  I have been 
spending Wednesdays at the 
local high school helping out 
the scripture teacher there. We 
have been able to build good 
relationships with the youth 
that are coming along.  Just 
giving them hope and letting 
them know there is someone 
who cares about them is so 
important.  Youth these days 
are dealing with so much, 
sometimes it is hard to know 

where to start. 
      I sat in the hospital not 
long ago with 17-year-old 
who tried to kill  herself 
by jumping off a bridge.  
She is a smart, funny, 
beautiful girl with a lot 
going for her.  As I sat 
there, I thought how 

sad that she can’t see past her 
pain and see that there is a 
God who loves her. That so 
many people care about her. 
The only regret she had was 
that she “failed” at her attempt 
to end her life. She lay there in 
that hospital bed for 4 months, 
until her spine healed enough 
that she could stand up.   
     Sometimes it is a bit over-
whelming to think of how many 
teens here have actually tried 
to or succeeded in ending their 
lives.  There will always be a 
need here for youth workers!  
The task of reaching youth is a 
very big one! 
     Another big event that has 
been very encouraging this 
past month was “B-day”.  Our 
primary school here had a spe-
cial day set aside for a young 
boy from our school that devel-
oped an incurable disease. He 
went from being a normal little 
boy to being totally disabled in 
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a very short time.  His story 
touched many lives. To en-
courage the family, the primary 
school had a day for fund rais-
ing for the family. They had 
many activities to get involved 
in. I chose to paint faces for 
the day with a few of the 
teachers from the school. It 
was a such a great day and a 
blessing to the  mother of the 
little boy!  Anna wrote a story 
about it at school and they 
published it in the school pa-
per.  Even the young ones 
were touched by the event and 
seeing the boy again.  
     As for the Yates girls: 
     Lauren has settled into high 
school really well. She has 
heaps of new friends and is 
really enjoying it.   She contin-
ues to sing and play her guitar. 
She is definitely moving into 
teenage mode!    
     Leah is like a whole new 
child since she had her ade-
noids removed!  She is full of 
energy and seems so much 

happier. She is really enjoying 
her dance group at school, 
which if you were to come 
over, you would see her rou-
tine the moment you stepped 
in the front door. 
     Anna is growing up so 
quickly. She enjoys singing 
and dancing or whatever is 
thrown her way.  She seems to 
excel at anything she tries. We 

are very proud of all three of 
our girls. They are all very dif-
ferent and keep my life inter-
esting!   
     I am still enjoying teaching 
scripture at the primary school 
as well. I get a joy out of know-
ing that I get to be the first to 
introduce these kids to the ba-
sics of Christianity, starting 
with these “new” words like 
God, Bible, Jesus,  and just 
the simple fact that God made 
things.   
     Australian and American 
heritage are so different. I am 
reminded each year with a 
new class to assume nothing.   
I really enjoy this part of being 
a seed planter!  Hopefully 
someone else will step up and 
be the waterer and the har-
vester!   
    Thank you all so much for 
reading this “woman’s touch” 
newsletter!!!  Thank you again 
for all of your prayers and sup-
port!  We thank God every day 
for your commitment to His 
work here in Australia!   
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From Tim 
     It isn’t very of-
ten that we’re 
able to write an 
entire newsletter 
about the Lord’s 
work with the 
women here in 
Australia.  We 
seem to always 
have something 
happening, but 
there was so 
much this quarter 
that it didn’t seem 
right to write 
about much else! 
     If you are won-
dering what happened with the 
first-quarter newsletter, you 
probably didn’t receive our 
email or check our website.  
Each year we write an exten-
sive report on the work here 
for the past twelve months that 
we share with our supporters.  
This year we decided to make 
our annual report our quarterly 
newsletter and post it online. 
     It is still posted online on 
our website, or if you would 
like a hard copy, don’t hesitate 
to contact us and let us know. 

     One of the highlighted is-
sues in the report was the fi-
nancial position of ACM.  As of 
April, we are holding steady, 
but only just.  We are short ap-
proximately $700 from our 
budget goal set in late-2005.  
Since then, the exchange rate 
has gone even further (from 
A$.75 to A$.81 per US$), mak-
ing a typical $5000 transfer 
short another $300 or so.  This 
has pushed our budget short-
fall to around $1000/month. 
     Just consider that a few 

years ago, our 
monthly budget in 
Austral ia  cost 
about US$3250.  
Now, that same 
b u d g e t  c o s t s 
US$5265.  That’s 
over $2000 more 
per month for the 
same budget!   
Our surplus from a 
few years ago has 
turned into a deficit 
in 2007, just be-
cause of exchange 
rates. 
     Please con-
tinue to keep us in 

your prayers as we try to make 
ends meet here, especially 
with house payments that lay 
ahead.   The Lord has always 
supplied for our needs and we 
are confident He always will.  
Thanks for your support & 
prayers! 
 

In His Grace, 
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